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The Initiative | s
 Launched in March 2006

 Broad Coalition of already
30 organizations

— Environment

— Development

— Animal Welfare

— Consumer Protection

— Family Farming and

— Democracy/Transparency
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Joint in their criticism of the CAP, e.g.

« Taxpayers: no information who exactly profits from ag.
subsidies and which ag. methods are supported

« Environmentalist: still too little subsidies for
environmental friendly farming methods

 Development organizations: negative impacts of ag.
subsidies on the livelihood of small farmers in the South
(dumping).

« Small farmers: current system unfairly
discriminates against those farmers who
create or preserve most of the workplaces
In the agricultural sector
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We want to

* review the use of subsidies according to social and
environmental criteria

 Initiate a broad debate about the distribution and the
criteria for ag. subsidies prior to the review of the EU
budget in 2008

* Increase the momentum for a fundamental reform of the
CAP

e ensure that future subsidies for agriculture and rural
development are friendlier in
terms of development and environment, and provide a
better future for European farmers

e Initiate a debate on the “Qualification of Subsidies”
and not a “Debate of Envy”
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Green Paper

We strongly welcome the European Initiative

Transparency one of the most important prerequisites
for a vibrant democratic political culture

Accountability is not possible without transparency
Lack of transparency in Germany — no public 7
Information e.g. on: "

Which amounts do beneficiaries receive in absolute terms
— with respect to number of workers, size of farm, type

of farm (arable or cattle farm) and farming method
(conventional or organic)?

Which enterprises receive what amount of export refunds?

Which projects are being supported through the European
Structural Funds?
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Lessons learnt in Germany

 Formal letters of enquiry on the distribution of
subsidies

— Submitted to the competent German authorities for subsidies at
national and federal level

— Requests based on the German Regulation on Public Access to
Information and the Regulation on Public Access to
Environmental Information

« EXxperience

— Any access to information denied because
« Data Protection Law
« Disproportional efforts in terms of both costs and time

» repeated transfers of our requests between several authorities
because of unclear provinces
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Lessons learnt in Germany
e Political debate

— Debates in plenary sittings have been brought
forward at the national and federal level by the means
of official requests submitted by different Parties

e Result: no more detailed information delivered

— The Committee on Economic Cooperation and
Development of the Lower House of German
Parliament supported the initiative by sending an

official request for access to information to the
Minister of Agriculture

e Result: no more detailed information delivered
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Lessons learnt in Germany

 Debate at the Upper House of the German Parliament
with the following resolution

The Upper House of the German Parliament calls upon the
German Government, to commit itself to establish no legally
binding regulation either within the scope of the amendment of the
EU Financial Regulation (Art. 53b Paragraph 2, d) or in the context
of the European Transparency Initiative or other Regulations,
establishing an obligation to disclose information to the public
about individual beneficiaries of EU funds under “shared
management” (including the names of the beneficiaries and the
amounts of funds received).
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Lessons learnt in Germany
* Positive points

— Transparency became one of the key issues
being discussed within the Ministry of
Agriculture

— Representatives of the GTI have been invited
by the Ministry of Agriculture to discuss the
matter

— Media became very interested
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Thank you very much
for your attention!



